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Sask Officials Committee met in spring & fall before the indoor & outdoor seasons.  

Committee member reviewed the needs of officials to upgrade in their event areas. Officials 

are needed for the National Legions meet so we will work to encourage as many officials to 

upgrade so we have the needed qualified officials for National Legions in August of 2026. 

Looking to return to Introductory clinics having an in-person session to go along with the on-

line portion. The committee members are: Beatrice Weigel – Track, Don Hedman – Vertical 

Jumps, Mary-Stewart Torrie – Horizontal Jumps and Shirley Leung – Throws - Laurie Hayes 

1 & 2 officials. 

 

Seventy-six officials registered with Sask Athletics in 2025. This a drop compared to 2024.  

There were some retirements, moving out of the province and still some issues, especially 

when new people are considering officiating with the Athletics Canada implemented a new 

on-line membership system with a requirement for RiS. There are 12 Level 1, 21 Level 2, 14 

Level 3, 14 Level 4 and 14 Level 5.   

 

The 2024-2025 indoor season had an additional meet to regular schedule – CanWest 

Championships in Regina. The outdoor season had the traditional number of provincial 

meets. Saskatchewan officials did have the opportunity for additional meets with travel to 

Nationals in Ottawa, National Legions in Calgary and Jeux Canada Games in Newfoundland. 

 

At the National level Brenda O’Connor was again named the Chair of the Provincial Branch 

Chairs Committee (BOC) for 2025. At the BOC meetings the committee (meet 4 times a 

year) the main topics discussed: the Athletics Canada (AC) Officials Pathway review (on 

going), updating the Upgrading Criteria, need for additional National Evaluator & Master 

Trainers, proposed possible L3 & L4 clinics across the country, Official Management system 

needed updates and validation NOC would like provinces to have modified call rooms at 

more meets so athletes are prepared for the experience when they attend National level 

meets. The annual joint meeting of NOC (National Officials Committee) & BOCs was held 

virtually in April 2025. New this year; AC is distributing with the assistance of the provinces 

a golf shirt for each official registered this year.  

 

Clinics arranged by the Provincial Branch Chairs have been completed with Saskatchewan 

participation: Level 3 Field Ref clinic, in November 2024. Three Sask officials participated 

in the Throws section (Irene G, AB instructor) and four were part of the Jumps portion 

(Brenda O instructor). November 2024 clinics - Starter Level 4 clinic, Bart G participant 

(Lisa F, ON instructor). Horizontal Jumps L4 clinic (Norma M, AB instructor) with Laurie H 

participating. A Level 3 Horizontal Jumps clinic was held, virtually, Jan 2025 with 14 signed 

up across the country, Brenda O, instructor and 6 Sask officials participated. In the spring 

Sask officials participated in the following clinics hosted by Alberta & Ontario: Chad S – 

Throws 3, Dale L & Mike H, Call Room 3 and Sheldon R, Starter3. Summer & fall 2025 

virtual clinics had Jamie D, Umpire 3 and Race Walk 3 Dale L & Beatrice W. Rhonda T, 

Tim Z and Brenda O traveled to Moose Jaw to instruct some of the officials that will be 

working the SHSAA Championships. The following officials passed the Level 4 Para exams 

(on-line) to complete the requirements for upgrading: Val G, Tim Z, Rhonda T, Don H and 

Kyle W. 
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National evaluations that were successful during the indoor season were Val G (2nd) for SA5 

at National Indoors in Toronto in March and Tim Z (1st) for Ump5 at USport in March in 

Windsor Mike H SA4, Bart G S4 & Laurie H HortJ4 at CanWest, Feb in Regina and Daryl I 

worked with the MB team to learn the Omega system of Photo Finish. 

 

Jared B had a successful evaluation for Ump4 (1st) at the SHSAA Championships in Moose 

Jaw. Dale L was the evaluator.  At National Juniors & Seniors in Ottawa, July 2025 Tim Z, 

Ump5 had a successful 2nd evaluation.  Rhonda T. Throws Ref 5 (2nd) & Kyle W, SA5 (2nd) 

were evaluated with success at National Legions, Calgary August. Sask officials Don H, Vert 

Jumps 5 (2nd) and Alan B, Technical N were evaluated at Jeux Canada Games in 

Newfoundland with positive results.  

 

A number of officials travelled outside the province for experience or evaluations. Beatrice 

W Ump, Tim Z Ump, Wally D VJ, Mark G VJ, Cora A Throws (evaluator), Rhonda T 

Throws, Mary-Stewart T HJ, Crystal F Throws & Brenda O VJ (evaluator) to Nationals in 

Ottawa, ON.  Rhonda T Throws, Kyle W SA & Tim Z Ump at National Legions, Calgary 

AB. Don H VJ, McKenzie C VJ, Dave Elder VJ, Shirley L Throws, Crystal F Throws & 

Alan B Technical at CSG St Johns, NL.  

 

Congratulations! Ron P TrackRef4, McKenzie C VertJ4 & Crystal F ‘s Throws4 applications 

for upgrading were successful in November, 2024. In the spring Val G was successful 

upgrading for SA5. Don H, VJ5 Rhonda T, Throws Ref5 Tim Z, Ump5 & Kyle W, SA5 have 

submitted applications for upgrading for the fall deadline. 

                          

Officials that have met some milestones in their officiating career are: Virgina Gray 35yrs; 

Cora Andreas 25yrs; Claudette McCormick 25yrs; Dave Elder 20yrs; Mark Gilchrist 20yrs; 

Karen Wharington 20yrs; Mary-Stewart Torrie 15yrs; Kyle Williams 15yrs; Tim Ziegler 

15yrs and McKenzie Cooper 10yrs. Their years of service is very much appreciated. 

 

At the Bob Adams/Sask Athletics banquet officials Claudette McCormick from Saskatoon 

and Mike Haczkewicz from Yorkton we awarded the Bob Adams Foundation Official 

Awards for those at the Provincial level.  The Saskatchewan Athletics Official award was 

presented to Ron Poetker from Regina. Many thanks for their contributions to officiating and 

congratulations.  

 

Other awards where Sask officials were recognized are: Beatrice Wiegel from Quill Lake for 

the K of C Indoor Games, Jurgen Wittenberg Award. Two Saskatoon officials were honoured 

for their many years of service as officials, last November by being inducted into the 

Saskatoon Sport Hall of Fame in the builder category – Ron Boden and Brenda O’Connor. 

 

The officials thank the SA office for their assistance with getting the word out on the meets 

officiating needs and keeping tabs on our officials with regards to ensuring all members 

receive their incentives they have achieved. The officials are appreciative SA’s support with 

the purchase of laser measuring devices to enhance our officiating experience. 
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We end this report on a sad note regarding the passing of long serving official and Hall of 

Fame recipient Ron Walsh.  His legacy will live on through countless athletes and officials 

he inspired in both track & field and football. 

 

 

 

 


