SASKATCHEWAN OFFICIALS’ COUNCIL

Sask Officials Committee met twice, December & March before the indoor & outdoor
seasons. Committee member roles were reviewed to implement the NOC mentorship
approach to SK officiating. It is an approach hoping to improve retention. The committee
decided that the best approach was to have a group of Senior officials in each discipline act
as mentors as a group. The coordinators were tasked to approach officials in each discipline
to find out their needs and plans for officiating. If those plans include upgrading. If so, then
what requirements need to be met in the next year or so. The Provincial Coordinators in the
following disciplines are: Beatrice Weigel — Track, Don Hedman — Vertical Jumps, Mary-
Stewart Torrie — Horizontal Jumps and Shirley Leung — Throws - Laurie Hayes 1 & 2
officials.

At the National level Brenda O’Connor was again named the Chair of the Provincial Chairs
Committee for 2024. At the BOC meetings the committee (meet 4 times a year) the main
topics discussed: proposed a joint NOC/BOC committee to look at updating the Upgrading
Criteria, need for additional National Evaluator & Master Trainers, proposed possible L3 &
L4 clinics across the country, Official Management system needed updates & validation and
standard guidelines for age class meets.

The 2023-2024 indoor season was back to the traditional number of meets. The major meets
this past outdoor season were in Regina. An additional meet (restricted officials’ numbers)
was the Sask Summer Games in Lloydminster and the Tony Cote Games in Air Ronge.

Eight-eight officials registered with Sask Athletics in 2024. This a slight drop (6) compared
to 2023. Athletics Canada implemented a new on-line membership system with a
requirement for RiS. This has impacted some of the renewals. There are 21 Level 1, 20
Level 2, 18 Level 3, 13 Level 4 and 16 Level 5.

A second Provincial Level Evaluators Clinic was held via “zoom” Jan 2024 to increase the
number of officials that can evaluate at the Level 2 & 3 in the province. Eleven officials
participated in the clinic. Officials from SK took part in the virtual option for clinics hosted
by Alberta - Horizontal and Vertical Jumps in Jan 2024. Laurie Hayes, Krista Seto and
Brenda Beavis-Frey participated. An in-person Level 1 clinic was held in March with 10
participants. Instructor Rhonda Tremblay. The Provincial Official Chairs organized a Level
3 Track Ref virtual clinic, across the country. Louise Buskas, AB is the clinician. Each
province was allotted 2 slots. Beatrice Weigel & Tim Zeigler took part in the course March
2024. Mike Haczkewicz participated the Level SA4 clinic in July 2024. A number of
officials completed their level 3 (Krista Seto & Maxine McKenzie-Cox) and Level 4 Para
exams (McKenzie Cooper & Ron Poetker) to ensure they have all the criteria to upgrade.

National evaluations by the National Officials Committee (NOC) have two submission dates
for indoor & outdoor seasons. A max of two submissions per discipline. Last Indoor season
the following officials had successful evaluations: Ron Poetker, TR 4 (Louise Buskas, AB),
Don Hedman VJ 5 (Brenda O) and McKenzie Cooper VJ 4 (Mark Gilchrist). Provincial level
successful evaluations included Bart Gilbert, S3 (Greg Wilson), Laurie Hayes, HJ3 (Mary-
Stewart Torrie) and Mike Haczkewicz, SA3, (Kyle Williams) and Jared Benson, U3 (Tim
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Zeigler). Congratulations to the following officials who have completed all the criteria for
their Level 3’s. Bart G, Mike H SA3, Laurie H HJ3 and Jared B U3.

Six officials from SK are traveled to Winnipeg for the USport Championships: Ron Poetker
Ass’t TR, Tim Zeigler Umpire, Brenda O’Connor, Jumps Ref & evaluator, Don Hedman V],
Rhonda Tremblay Throws Ref & Cora Andreas Throws. Brenda O traveled to Montreal for
the National Indoor Championships as a Jumps Ref & evaluator.

Outdoor season travel included Beatrice Weigel and Tim Zeigler; Sherwood Park to
complete some of the criteria needed to become a Track Ref. (working as SA’s). Successful
National evaluations during the outdoor season were completed for Rhonda Tremblay.
Throws Ref 5 (1) (Etienne Dalpe, QC), Nationals, Montreal, QC, McKenzie Cooper VJ4
(2"%) (Miriam Stanisavljevic, AB), Ron Poetker TR4 (2"%) (Jack Lemon, AB), Sherwood
Park, AB and Crystal Fenton T4 (2"%) (Irene Gaudet, AB) at National Legions in Calgary,
AB. At Tri Province in Winnipeg Lindsay Williamson S4 (1st) (Jennifer Campbell, MB).
Brenda O’Connor evaluated three officials at the Olympic Trials in Montreal and was Jumps
Ref & evaluator at National Legions.

Congratulations to the following officials recognized for “Years of Service” with their
Athletics Canada pins. 10 years Jacqueline Dovell & Greg Wilson; 15 years Bob Edwards;
25 years Nancy Lamb; 30 years Dale Lawrence and 35 years Susan Hanna.

At the Bob Adams/Sask Athletics banquet officials Maxine McKenzie-Cox and Jared
Benson, we awarded the Bob Adams Foundation Official Awards for those at the Provincial
level. The Saskatchewan Athletics Official award was presented to Mary-Stewart Torrie.
Many thanks for their contributions to officiating and congratulations.

Other awards where Sask officials were recognized are: Don Hedman for the K of C, Jurgen
Wittenberg Award. Brenda O’Connor was awarded the 2023 Athletics Canada Official of the
year award along with former Saskatchewan official (now in ON) Lisa Ferdinand.

The officials thank the SA office for their assistance with getting the word out on the meets

officiating needs and keeping tabs on our officials with regards to ensuring all members
receive their incentives they have achieved.
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